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ing in their games; at other times they pay visits to
learned men or travellers. And if it is a clear full
night when they go to bed, they mount to the top of
the house to observe the stars and learn the courses of
the planets.
Then, with his master, Gargantua briefly recapitulated
what he had learned during the day.
" When they prayed unto God the Creator, adoring Him
and ratifying their faith towards Him, and glorifying Him.
for His boundless goodness; and after rendering thanks to
Him for all the past, they recommended themselves to the ,
Divine mercy for all the future."
This was for fair weather; for rainy days a different
course was followed, for then they cut wood, bottled
hay, threshed the corn, practised painting and sculpture,
visited workshops and factories, went to hear lectures, to
see mountebanks, jugglers, and quacks, and used " greater
temperance in eating and drinking."
- Sometimes, however, they would take holiday, and
spend it at Gentilly, St Cloud, or the Bois de Boulogne,
dancing, fishing, trapping birds, drinking healths, and
sporting. During these country excursions they would
remind each other of what Virgil, Hesiod, or Politian
had said of the country life.
Observe that the education which Eabelais prescribes
for a young prince embraces every kind of knowledge, |
and every sort of exercise.    !N"o trade or handicraft is ]
too humble for him to learn and practise.    No single
moment of the day is left unemployed; no faculty of
the body or the mind is left untrained; play is rational,
and confined within fair limits; study is real, and' yet